In the preface to this text it is described by its authors as being directed to the needs of medical students. It aims to provide theoretical and practical information over a broad range of topics. The nineteen chapters have been contributed by seventeen authors and unfortunately vary in style and quality. There is some inconsistency in terminology between chapters which I found distracting.
In the section on cardiovascular physiology in Chapter 2, contractility of the myocardium is said to be 'influenced either by the initial length of the cardiac muscle fibres (Starling's Law) or by ... sympathetic nervous system stimulation'. Nothwithstanding the difficulty in defining contractility, few would agree with the statement that initial fibre length influences contractility.
While some statements made in relation to the conduct of anaesthesia may be accepted as 'local practice', others give cause for concern. The section on pharmacology of muscle relaxants is of particular concern in that the contraindications to suxamethonium are described in a way which could discourage its use in situations in which it is strongly indicated.
Other chapters, particularly those on Practical Procedures, Life Support and Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, and Head Injury and Brain Death provide good coverage of areas which are often inadequately presented to medical students.
The text is useful in giving a broad overview of the specialty to medical students but should be read with caution by any graduate using it as a guide to anaesthetic practice.
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